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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 03025 251912Z 
ACTION PA-02 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 L-03 H-01 SY-05 
INR-07 /042W 

260154Z 112219/63 

R 251615Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5000 

CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 3025 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AINF, BOL 

SUB J : FREEDOM OF INFORMATION, MAJOR (RET) ELIAS BELMONTE PABON 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED PETITION FROM MAJOR (RET) ELIAS BELMONTE 
PABON FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING HIMSELF AND BOLIVIAN- AMERICAN 
RELATIONS IN 1941. HE WANTS TO KNOW IF INFORMATION IS NOW DECLASS- 
IFIED AND IF HE CAN HAVE ACCESS TO IT. 

2. BELMONTE WAS BOLIVIAN MILITARY ATTACHE IN BERLIN IN JULY, 

1941. AT THAT TIME AMERICAN CHARGE IN LA PAZ DELIVERED TO 
BOLIVIAN FOREIGN OFFICE COPY OF LETTER SUPPOSEDLY WRITTEN BY 
BELMONTE TO GERMAN MINISTER OF EMBASSU. LETTER IMPLICATED BELMONTE 
AND GERMAN EMBASSY IN PLOT TO OVERTHROW GOVERNMENT AND INSTALL 
NAZI REGIME IN BOLIVIA. AS RESULT, BELMONTE WAS CHIERED FROM ARMY. 

3. BELMONTE MAINTAINS LETTER WAS FORGERY. HE SAYS BRITISH 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES PREPARED LETTER AND DELIVRED IT TO OSS. HE 
CLAIMS US GOVERNMENT USED LETTER KNOWING IT WAS FORGERY. 

4. EMBASSY OFFICER HAS RESEARCHED SOME OF BELMONTE'S CLAIMS. FOR 
EXAMPLE, SPRUILLE BRADEN IN "DIPLOMATS AND DEMAGOGUES", ARLINGTON 
HOUSE, NEW YORK, 1971, PAGE 249, QUOTES A BRITISH AGENT AS 
ADMITTING FORGERY OF THE LETTER. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LA PAZ 03025 251912Z 


5. BELMONTE WANTS TO CLEAR HIS NAME AND MAY CLAIM DAMAGES. ASKED 
WHY HE DID NOT APPROACH BRITISH EMBASSY AS ORIGINATOR OF LETTER, 

HE SAYS IT WAS US GOVERNMENT WHICH USED THE LETTER. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

6. ONLY EMBASSY RECORD ON BELMONTE IS MEMORANDUM OF OCTOBER, 1970 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY POLITICAL OFFICER. MEMORANDUM INDICATED 
POLITICAL OFFICER THOUGHT BELMONTE TO BE NAZI SYMPATHIZER AT THAT 
TIME. 

END CONFIDENTIAL 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. 

7. DEPARTMENT IS ASKED TO DETERMINE WHETHER, UNDER FREEDOMOF 
INFORMATION ACT, 1941 RECORDS CONCERNING BELMONTE ARE AVIALABLE 
TO HIM. IF THERE IS POSSIBILITY HE COULD HAVE CLAIM AGAINST US, 

GUIDANCE IS REQUESTED. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

STEDMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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